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They'recerealmascots,theinspirationforan18thcenturypoem,anda 

youngboy'scompanionatseainanOscarnominatedfilm . Withstriking 

orangefurandblackstripes,it 'seasytounderstandwhythetigerisso 

prevalent in pop culture 

Tigersarethelargesttivingcatintheworld . Anapexpredator,these 

sotitarycatsare responsibleforkeepingthepopulationofpreyanimals 

likeboarsanddeer-incheck. Tigersarestrictcarnivores,meaningthey 

ontyeatmeat 

"Theproteininanall-meatdiettakesalongtimeforthebodytodigest.lt 

takesalotofenergy,"ZookeeperJodySentelsaid."Theycansteeplbto20 

hoursadaywhilethey'redigesting. So,they'reverynaturallylazy." 

Therewereonceninedifferentspeciesoftiger,butduetourbanexpansion 

andpoaching,therearenowonlysixspeciesoftigers 

TheSedgwickCountyZooishometothreeAmurtigers. Thistigerspecies 

livesin thecoldest climate outofanytiger.Theirfurisalso the thickest 

andtheysportascruffoffuraroundtheirneckthat helpskeepthemwarm. 

"Theyhave thepalest orange coatandthe fewestst ripestohelpthem 

blendinwiththesnowandcold,"Sentelsaid. "Theyaretheonlytigerthat 

isadaptedfor theharsh,cold,northernclimates." 

Since2020,ourtigershavelivedintheSlawsonFamilyAsian8igCatlrek, 

but in 2009 this area was known by a different name- the Slawson Fam ily 

Tiger Trek 

ln2013,SCZwelcomedtigercubsNatashaandTsar. Natashastilllivesat 

"lcallher ourwildchild,"Sentelsaid. · she'sveryenergetic,playful,and 

SCZ ishometotwoothertigers.Callistoisouryoungesttigerandturned 

seven this year. 

"CatlistoisaNosyNellie,"Sentelsa id. "She's always preoccupied with 

what'sgoingonwiththeothercatsandwhat'sgoingonaround the 

Ouroldesttiger,Grom,is 15,andonthesmallersideasfarasmaletigers 

go.MaletigersweighuptobOOpounds,butGromtipsthescateatjust 

"Gromisourla id-backdude,he'ssupercalm." Sentelsaid. "He is the one 

thatmostpeopleseeinthepoolmostotten.Helovestogofor aswim." 

Tigersareoneoftheonlycatsthatenjoyswimming.Whenvisitingthe 

tigerhabitatonwarmerdays,youmightseethe cats{oungingintheshade 

orenjoyingadipinthepool 

lnthewild,asingletigercanroamover700squaremilesinordertofind 

foodandtomate.Thisareacanrangeintopographiesandelevation,buton 

averagetheyresideinbirchforests.However,theseforeststhat thetiger 

callshome aredecreasinginpartduetohumanexpansion.Butthereare 

otherfactorscontributingtothedecreaseintigerpopulation 

"Tigerswereatthebrinkofextinctionatonepointthankstopoaching," 

Beliefthattiger'sbodypartshavemedicinalvaluealsodrivespoaching 

The"healingpower"ofcertaintigerpartsisacompletemyth 

Retaliatorykillingalsoresultsintigerdeaths.Duetotheirdecreased 

habitatarea,tigers witlwanderintoareaspoputatedbyhumansand 

sometimeseatlivestock. Thefarmers,devastatedatthelossoftheir 

livelihood,seekouttigersandkilitheminrevenge 

Organizationstikethe WildcatsConservation A\liance,which theSedgwick 

CountyZoosupportsfinancially,worktohelpsavethetigerpopulation 

Fromanti-poachingcampaignsandconflictmitigationtopopu lationand 

hea lthmonitoring,beingeducated onconservationcanmakeabig 

difference. 

"Theyputbiganti-poachingcampaignsintoeffectandthat'swhathelped 

thepoputationrebound inthewild,"Sentetsaid. "Buttheyarestillin 

danger. ltisestimatedthatthereareanywherefrom250to500tigers in 

thewitd." 

lt'simportantthatweworktoprotecttheseuniqueanimals.Everyt iger is 

unique - literally. Notwotigershavethesamestripes,infact, ilyouwere 

toshavea tigertheirstripeswouldstillbevisibleontheirskin 

"ltiscommontoseesimilarstripepatterns inrelatedind ividuats,butthey 

willstillhavedistinctdifferences,"Sentelsaid 

So,thenexttimeyouvisittheSedgwickCountyZoo,takea trektoseethe 

tigers. 


